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Grant Funding This Fiscal Year 

Youth Programming Grants: 

• Ballston Spa National Bank - $500  

• Galway Lions Club - $100 

• Hannaford Supermarkets - $319  

• NYS Love Your Library Funds -$284  

• Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation - $500 

• Saratoga County Youth Bureau—$153  

• Stewart’s Holiday Match - $700  

• WGY Christmas Wish - $850  

  

Operating Expense Grants:   

• Anonymous - $1,500  

• NYS Local Library Services Aid - $2,052  

 
Capital Expense Grants: 

• NYS Facilities Capital Program - $100,000  

We Can’t Spell Community Without You!  

Last July, the Galway Public Library marked 25 years since first 

establishing a community presence in the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows Hall in the village. Libraries have undergone rapid 

changes since then, and we are proud to have kept pace. Devel-

opments made in that time have allowed libraries to expand the 

scope of their mission and to continue to meet patrons’ needs - 

whether that’s in a library building or from home.  

Here are a few examples:                                                              

• Lending print books joined by eBooks & audiobooks     

• Reading newspapers & magazines in person joined by digital 

access                                                                              

• Computer stations joined by free Wi-Fi - in & outside the li-

brary                                                                                                

• Borrowing DVDs joined by streaming movies on Hoopla     

• Reference materials joined by electronic databases  

Libraries are always looking forward, and GPL is especially fo-

cused on the next five years as we embark on a new Long Range 

Plan. As with the last one, community input is vital. This is your 

opportunity to share your vision for how you want to see the li-

brary develop in the future. Please see the final page of this news-

letter to find a survey to send in and make your views known. 

Another way to help us grow is to become a volunteer. Options 

can range from joining the Teen Advisory Board, the Friends 

Board, or helping with clubs and programs. You can learn about 

more opportunities on our website.  

In lieu of time, perhaps you want to offer a monetary donation. 

The GPL Foundation was established to help the library provide 

services and programs beyond the limits of its regular budget. You 

can learn more on page 3.  

The library will continue to be a central part of the Galway com-

munity for many years to come. Let’s see what we can do togeth-

er over the next 25 years!  

- Santina Florio, Board of Trustees Secretary  
We appreciate Stewart’s and all of our 

generous grant funders! 
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The Galway Public Library 

celebrated its 25th Anni-

versary in 2023, which nat-

urally led to some reflec-

tion about our origins and 

our future.  We began to 

serve the community with 

volunteers in a small build-

ing bursting at the seams.  

The community asked us to 

provide more programs 

and services, and after 

many, many years of plan-

ning and effort, we have 

been in a nice, new facility 

for four years.  Here we can 

provide for many more 

needs, and we are busier 

than ever.  We give out 

new library cards, make 

many photocopies, and 

host multiple programs for 

all ages every week.  We 

are always striving to pro-

vide the best service that 

we possibly can, in as many 

ways as possible.   

One striking thought is that 

even though libraries are 

about so much more than 

“just books” because librar-

ies offer so much more - 

movies, tech assistance, 

computer and internet ac-

cess, and gathering spaces, 

to name a few - a funda-

mental part of what librar-

ies do IS still books.  When 

people think of a library, 

their first thought is books, 

or obtaining information.  

While people come to the 

library every day for many 

different reasons, not a day 

goes by that someone 

doesn’t borrow a physical 

book or an eBook, whether 

a bestseller or a classic.  

Many people first encoun-

ter libraries as children, 

and they learn to appreci-

ate good stories and know-

ing where to find them.  

For many that love of read-

ing and books continues 

into adulthood.  Even those 

who are less enthusiastic 

about reading are aware 

that a library is where to 

find free reading materials 

or information assistance.   

Because my job is to pro-

vide stories that are of in-

terest to a wide range of 

people, I often ask, “What 

do you enjoy reading?”  I 

get a myriad of answers.  

Many people enjoy fiction 

– mysteries, romances, or 

fantasy.  Others, even 

adults, really enjoy young 

adult fiction or picture 

books.  The response I find 

intriguing is when someone 

says they aren’t a reader.  

This comment will fre-

quently come from people 

who primarily read for in-

formational purposes.  I 

disagree that you aren’t a 

reader; non-fiction books 

allow you to explore and 

learn about the subjects 

that interest you the most, 

whether cooking, nature, 

biographies, or crafting.  

Reading can be useful, no 

matter whether you are 

doing it to learn, or for 

pure escape.  You are a 

reader when you find the 

perfect book to suit your 

needs and pique your inter-

est!   

Be assured, I will keep look-

ing for the perfect read for 

you.  In the meantime, be 

sure to visit the library, and 

we will continue to provide 

quality service to our com-

munity. 

    - Deb Flint, Director  

The Friends of the Galway Public Library support the li-
brary through fundraisers that raise monies to purchase 
items that are not within the library’s budget. In April, we 
held our popular Taste of Chocolate at the Galway Town 
Hall. Our eagerly awaited annual book sale will be held on 
Memorial Day at the library. We will announce other up-
coming fundraisers soon.    

How can you support the Friends of the GPL? Consider 
joining our Board of Directors. We currently only have 5 
members on our 9 member board. We cannot do this with-
out you. Feel free to join us at the library on the third Tues-
day of each month to see what we do. Contact Amanda 
Ferraro (518-882-5484) for more information. 

We also need volunteers to assist us at our events. If an 
event is scheduled, please contact us to let us know you 
would like to help. Many hands make light work! 

Are you a member? If yes, please send in your dues for the 
year. If you want to join, visit the library or our website at 
http://galwaypubliclibrary.org/friendsofgpl/ for more 
information.   
 

Friends’ Board of Directors:   
Chairman: Amanda Ferraro 
Vice Chair: Donna Zelanko 

Secretary: Ardeth Deay   
Treasurer: Sharyn Kalinkewicz   
Member at Large: Melissa Jones 

 

The Friends of the Library NEED YOU! 

Why We Do What We Do: A Reflection on Libraries  

Fostering a Love of Reading! 
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Adult Programs 

2nd Wed. at 7 - Young Professionals Book Talk  

2nd Fri. from 4-6 - Artist Jam 

3rd Wed. at 6:30 - Astronomy Club 

3rd Wed. at 6:30 - Board of Trustees meeting  

3rd Thurs. from 6-8 - Writers’ Group  

4th Mon. at 7 - When Readers Meet   

4th Fri. from 4-6 - Cozy Corner Stitchers 

Last Wed. at 6 - Photography Club  

Every Mon. at 12:30 - Mahjongg 

Every Wed. & 3rd Sat., or by appt. - Tech Assistance  

Every 3 months on the 3rd Fri. at 3 - Tea at Three   

Every 3 months on the 4th Fri. at 6 - Open Mic 

 
Go to galwaypubliclibrary.org for more details 

 

Children’s & Teen Programs 
Every Tues. at 10:15/11 - Baby/PreK Storytime    

1st Mon. at 4 - Lego Club  

1st Thurs. at 5 - Homeschool Meet & Greet 

1st Thurs. at 6 - Family Storytime  

1st Sat. at 10 - Family events 

2nd Mon. at 4 - Crafternoon  

2nd Thurs at 7 - Teen program 

2nd Sat. at 10 - Poke mon Club  

2nd Sat. from 11-2 - Esports (middle school & up)  

3rd Mon. at 4 - Nature Club  

3rd Wed. at 4 - Deconstruction  

3rd Thurs. at 4 - Chess & Checkers Club 

4th Mon. at 4 - Tech Club  

4th Thurs. at 7 - Teen Advisory Board  (TAB) 

Week of 3rd Thurs. to 4th Thurs. - Makerspace  

Good News for the           
Galway Public Library 

It’s rare that “good news” is a head-
line in these challenging times. As 
costs continue to rise, we’re all 
watching our budgets. The library has 
similar concerns. 

As a government organization, the 
library is funded with local tax funds. 
The library does a great job develop-
ing its annual budget with the taxpay-
ers in mind. The budget covers only 
necessary and foreseeable expenses. 
The budget does not cover emergency 
expenses, like HVAC repairs, extraor-
dinary snow removal costs, additional 
office supplies, and special programs 

for the local community. 

The good news is the Galway Public 
Library Foundation, a recently formed 
charitable organization, is here to 
help! 

The Foundation was established by a 
group of Galway residents. The sole 
purpose of the Foundation is to sup-
port the library. It’s designed to cover 
financial shortfalls the library may 
incur due to unexpected expenses, or 
for special programs or the purchase 
of additional books. 

The Foundation accepted an extraor-
dinary donation of $250,000 from the 
Dockstader Charitable Trust and has 

received other generous donations 
from Galway residents.  

The Foundation is separate from the 
library, with its own governing board. 
Unlike a government organization, 
the Foundation can invest money for 
long-term growth of funds received. 

The Foundation welcomes your chari-
table donation in any amount. Consid-
er donating in honor or memory of a 
loved one, as part of your estate plan, 
or through a lifetime gift. Please view 
our website 
www.foundation.galwaypubliclibra
ry.org or contact us at 518-882-8220 
or at the.gplf@gmail.com to learn 
more. 

Regular  Monthly Programs 

Regular Children’s programs:          
Above: Chess & Checkers Club          
Right: Nature Club                                     
Far Right: Halloween Storytime                     
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We Are Grateful For All Of Our Donors & Volunteers!   

Challiss Maio 
Janet Mallette 
Kat, Colette, & Elise McCleneghen 
Al, Barb, & Wesley McKean  
Souix McMullen 
Becky Mitchell 
Karen Murphy 
Lisa Nargis 
Ailey, Amy, & Piper Nelson 
Emma Obern & Elizabeth Sheets 
Brooke Padgett 
Beth & Karl Parker  
Julie, Ray, Henry, & Avery Pasieka 
Carol Patullo 
Pledgeling Foundation 
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation 
Abigail Reiger 
Arlene & Dusty Rhodes 
Jeff Ritchie 
Adelayde Ross 
Erik & Julia Roy  
Saratoga County Youth Bureau 
Virginia Sawicki 
Marina Shlomovich  
Joan & Norm Slagle  
Richard & Phyllis Sleeper 
Sarah Slosek 
Southern Adirondack Audubon Society 
Gabby, Jer, Vann, & Maverick Sowle 
Stewart’s Shops  
Fred Sutch 
Melissa Swart 
Teri Lee Sykes 
Louise Thomas-Churchill 
Stephanie Todd Payton 
Sara Torrey 
Grace VanOmmeren 
Village Home & Garden/Dan 
David Waite 
Sallie Way 
Josh & Sue Wemple 
Jen Wetmore 
WGY Christmas Wish 
Dawn Wheeler 
Scott Wilkins 
Arietta Williams 
Nanci Wilson 
Natalie Winner 
Pat Wright 
Frank Wycoff 
Donna Zelanko 
Al & Beth Zostautas  

Mary Abes 
Debbie Agresta 
Marie Allers 
Anonymous  
Clark Anuszewski  
Fred Baily  
Ballston Spa National Bank   
Jane Behrens  
Heather Berlin 
Beta Omega-Delta Kappa-Gamma 
Mike & Alyson Bingham 
Blackbaud Giving Fund 
Jodi Blydenburgh 
Trevor Bombard 
Ralph Caparulo 
Meghan Center & Ian Stewart 
Pat Chakas 
Heather Chiles 
Robin Collyer 
Mary Cuffe-Perez  
Germain Curtin 
Ruthann Daino 
Sofia Davison-Gauss 
Ardeth Deay 
Sadie Denison 
DesPres Family 
Annette Dickinson, Judy Bell, & Mike  
     Wilson 
Sydney Dietz 
Bri Driscoll 
Susan Dufel 
Mary Eberhart 
Ed’s Dugout 
Abbie Ehrenberg 
Cindy, Riley, Rosie, & Ruby Elsenbeck 
Jen Evans 
Simon Evans 
Kara Ferguson 
Amanda Ferraro  
Jeff Ferro 
Gary, Deb, Steve, Josh, & Rae Flint  

Pat Flinton 
Santina Florio  
Megan Floyd 
Charles Ford 
Jeanne Frank  
Friends of Galway Public Library 
FYE 
Galway Central School  
Galway Central School 6th Graders 
Galway Lions Club 
Galway PTSA 
Barbara & Bud Germain 
Taylor Germain 
Brenda Gianisis 
Glenville Hills Garden Club 
Lori Godbout 
Jeanne Goderie 
Jake, Maria, & Sonny Goldsmith 
GPL Teen Advisory Board 
Margaret & Norm Griffin 
Lois & Mike Hammond 
Evelyn Hanna  
Hannaford Supermarkets 
Bill Hathaway 
Sue Hinton  
Jim Hodsoll  
Elizabeth Homer 
Julie Hoxsie   
Kim Hult & Bob Pasnau 
Pam Hyde 
Tom & Gretchen Jewell 
Melissa Jones 
Sharyn Kalinkewicz  
Joy Karns & Quilt North 
Stacey Kozak 
Cate La Barre  
Tim LaFave 
Cheryl Lee 
Mariska Leszczynski 
Fred & Phyllis Lyngard 
Magdalene Maciag  

Donations Received In Honor Of: 

Mary Abes 

Barbara Cervenka 

Aileen Donnan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations Received In Memory Of: 

Mary Bell 

Harold H. Cook 
Allen Ray David 
Leo & Geraldine Griffin 
Denny Hanna 
Matt Kennedy 
Albert & Barbara Leadholm 
Joanne Rootes 
Jane Staber 
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INCOME  FY 23-24  FY 24-25 
% In-
crease 

Fees & Book Sales $2,000 $2,000  

Operating Interest $100 $100  

Gifts & Donations  $8,000  

GPL Foundation Support  $2,500  

Galway School District Tax Levy $243,530 $246,085 1.0% 

TOTAL INCOME $245,630 $258,685 5.3% 

    

EXPENSE     

Payroll Expense:    

Gross Payroll $121,000 $132,000  

Personnel Insurance $2,350 $1,300  

Payroll Expenses $10,100 $10,950  

Retirement  $8,000 $8,850  

TOTAL PAYROLL $141,450 $153,100  
Service Expense:    

Movies $3,200 $2,200  

Books, Magazines, eContent $14,000 $14,200  

Circulation $10,100 $10,430  

Equipment $2,200 $3,700  

Programs $800 $1,500  

TOTAL SERVICE $30,300 $32,030  

Administrative Expense:    

Accounting & Audit $6,000 $6,000  

Election Expense & Legal Fees $1,325 $1,725  

Dues, Fees, & Training $900 $1,500  

Property Insurance $8,200 $8,600  

Postage & Shipping $1,300 $1,300  

Publicity $1,400 $2,250  

Office Supplies & Software $5,740 $5,150  

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE  $24,865 $26,525  
Utilities Expense:    

Electric $14,500 $8,900  

Propane $5,000 $4,000  

Phone & Internet $3,100 $3,000  

TOTAL UTILITIES  $22,600 $15,900  

Maintenance Expense:    

Alarm System $2,400 $2,500  

Copy Machine & Fire Extinguishers $550 $1,540  

Heating & Cooling System $2,300 $2,300  

Water System $2,500 $2,500  

Lawn Care & Snow Removal $15,700 $19,300  

Generator Maintenance $725 $950  

Maintenance Supplies & Repairs $2,000 $1,800  

Refuse $240 $240  

TOTAL MAINTENANCE $26,415 $31,130  

TOTAL EXPENSES $245,630 $258,685 5.30% 

Galway Public Library’s  

Proposed 2024-2025 Budget 

Library Elections  

Wednesday, June 5 from 2 - 8 PM 

at Galway Public Library, 2112 East St. 
       

Residents of the Galway Central School District 
may vote in the Galway Public Library’s annual 
election to determine the budget and to elect 
trustees. 
 
Annual Budget: The public will vote on a prop-
osition to collect $246,085 in property taxes to 
operate the library for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.  
A public information meeting on the budget will 
be held at the library on Wednesday, May 29, at 
7 PM.   
 
Trustees: There will be two vacant seats up for 
election on the Board of Trustees, both for five-
year terms beginning July 1, 2024.  The seats 
are currently held by Cate La Barre and Stepha-
nie Todd Payton, and both are seeking re-
election.  Cate was elected to a term commenc-
ing July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2024.  
Stephanie was appointed on September 20, 2023 
to complete the term of Fred Baily whose term 
commenced July 1, 2019 and who resigned on 
August 31, 2023, and whose term ends June 30, 
2024. 
 
All registered voters in the Galway Central 
School District are eligible to vote in this elec-
tion.  Absentee ballot applications are available 
at the library.   
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Adventure Begins at Your Library: Summer Reading Program  

Our children’s Summer Reading Program will be in full swing again this summer.  This year’s theme is "Adventure 

Begins at Your Library,” and there will be new adventure-themed programs every week for kids up to age 18.  Attend 

the fun programs to create and explore with friends.  In addition, get credit for reading by signing up for the 

Readsquared app to log reading time and to be entered to win raffle prizes!  Complete READO cards to earn shoe 

charms.  There will be a lot to do, so join us for lively, exciting adventures all summer! 

Important Summer Reading Program dates to remember: 

7/22 - Begin signing up for the Summer Reading Program 

7/29 - Begin logging reading time & completing READO Cards 

8/12 - Last day to log reading minutes & turn in READO Cards 

8/15 - Celebrate at the Summer Reading Wrap Up Party - 6-7 PM (all are welcome) 

Summer Reading Program 2024 is generously sponsored by Ballston Spa National Bank, Hannaford Supermarkets, 

Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation, Stewart’s Holiday Match, & WGY Christmas Wish. 

In the Volunteer Spotlight: Ardeth Deay  

 

I arrived in Galway in June of 2007 after teaching at West Virginia 

University for over 30 years. At my retirement I moved here to be 

with my mother and sisters, who had lived here since the early 

1970s. I got my Galway Public Library card and joined the book 

club before I finished unpacking. It was an inevitable next step to 

join the Friends of Galway Public Library because volunteering 

with fellow book lovers was a natural service activity for me in my 

new community.  

As a Friend of the Library, my volunteer activities have included 

shelving books for one hour a week, sorting used book donations 

about once a month, and serving as the Friend’s liaison to the Li-

brary’s Board of Trustees.  Some of the most fun I have had has 

been working fundraising activities such as Wine Tastings at the 

Cock n’ Bull, Paint n’ Sips at Bob’s Trees, and Taste of Chocolates.  

The variety of opportunities for supporting the library is never 

boring, and we always need more help, so feel free to talk to me 

about how you can give us a hand. 

I became a member of the Friends’ Board 16 years ago, and being 

part of this group has given me many chances to enjoy and appre-

ciate the Galway community’s enthusiastic support of our library. 

 

 

Library of Things to Borrow: Items to 

borrow now include board games, 

snowshoes, & garden seeds, as well as 

the Birding Backpack, a garden-themed 

Stay Sharp Memory Kit, &  educational 

activity kits. 

ABOVE:  Happy teens after a fun, costumed Murder Mystery Night  
LEFT: A family enjoying the special solar eclipse at the library. 
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Every Tuesday - 10:15-10:45 am - Baby Storytime (ages 0-2) & 
11-12 pm -  Preschool Storytime: Join us for songs, rhymes, 

movement, stories, & a themed craft.   

 

Week 1 - Adventures in the Kitchen!  

Monday, July 1st  2-3 pm - DIY Lip Balm and Sugar Scrub 
(for ages 8-12)  

Monday, July 1st  4-5 pm - Lego Club: Build Your Favorite 
Meal (ages 6-14)  

Tuesday, July 2nd  1-2 pm - Kitchen Science: Enjoy fun ex-
periments made from common ingredients (ages 6-12)  

Saturday, July 6th  11-12 pm - Make Ice Cream in a Bag (all 
ages, under 8 with an adult) 

 

 Week 2 - Adventures in the Sky!  

Monday, July 8th  2-3 pm - Make Your Own Galaxy Slime 
(ages 6-12) 

Monday, July 8th  4-5 pm - Crafternoon: Black Glue Galaxy 
Craft (ages 6-12)  

Tuesday, July 9th  1-2 pm - Constellation Tubes: A craft to 
bring the stars indoors. (ages 6-12)  

Thursday, July 11th  6-7 pm - Silent Wings Live Raptors: See 
live birds of prey up-close, learn about their behaviors, 
and about conservation efforts. (all ages - space is limited)  

 

Week 3 - Adventures in Nature!  

Monday, July 15th  2-3 pm - Nature Story Stones: Paint 
stones to create stories. (ages 6-12)  

Monday, July 15th  4-5 pm - Nature Club: Glowegee Creek 
Nature Walk. Meet at the Saratoga PLAN trailhead for a 
fun walk. (weather dependent; all kids must be accompa-
nied by an adult) 

Tuesday, July 16th to Thursday, July 25th - Makerspace: De-
sign a Travel Adventure Patch (all ages)  

Tuesday, July 16th  1-2 pm - Solar Ovens & Gourmet 
S’mores: Harness the energy of the sun to make the best 
snack ever invented. (all ages, under 8 with an adult)  

Thursday, July 18th  4-5 pm - Chess and Checkers Club 
(ages 9-14) 

Week 4 - Adventures at Sea!  

Monday, July 22nd  2-3 pm - Human Battleship: Play a life-
size version of the game. (ages 10-16)  

Monday, July 22nd  4-5 pm - Tech Club: Pirate Escape 
Room with Scratch Coding (ages 8-12)  

Tuesday, July 23rd  1-2 pm - Ocean Art: Guided ocean-
themed painting session (ages 6-14)  

Thursday, July 25th  6:30-7:30 pm - Teen Advisory Board 
Presents: Water Blasters & Catapults. Bring your water 
blasters & a towel; get ready for an epic water battle. 
(ages 12-17)  

 

Week 5 - Adventures Around the World!  

Monday, July 29th  2-3 pm - Around the World Trivia: Test 
your knowledge. (ages 8-14)  

Monday, July 29th  4-5 pm - International Food Taste Test 
Challenge: Try exotic snacks, if you dare. (ages 10-16)  

Tuesday, July 30th  1-2 pm - Adventure Packs: Make an 
adventure journal, compass, & pouch to hold your adven-
ture treasures. (ages 5-8)  

Thursday, August 1st  5-6 pm - Galway Homeschoolers 
Meet and Greet (all ages)  

Thursday, August 1st  6-6:30 pm - Family Storytime: Bring 
the family for stories & songs.   

Saturday, August 3rd  10-11 am - Haiku Workshop: Learn to 
write poetry in the Japanese tradition. (ages 8-14) 

 

Week 6 - Adventures in History!  

Monday, August 5th  2-3 pm - DIY Papyrus Paper: Make 
paper & hieroglyphs like the ancient Egyptians. (ages 8-12)  

Monday, August 5th  4-5 pm - Lego Club: Preserving Histo-
ry - Help build a Lego version of the Town of Galway for 
display at the library. (ages 6-14)  

Tuesday, August 6th  1-2 pm - Library Olympic Games: 
Learn the history of the Olympics & take part in our own 
library version of the event. (ages 8-12)  

Thursday, August 8th  7-8 pm - TAB Presents: Don’t Stop 
Believin’... It’s Karaoke Night at the Galway Public Library. 
(all teens)  

 

Adventure Begins at the Galway Public Library        

Children’s Summer Programming 6/29 – 8/15 
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Galway Public Library - Spring/Summer 2024 
 

The library is an important part of our community.   
To help us better serve you, give us your opinion! 

 
 

  Do you or your family members use the library? ⬜ Yes ⬜ No 

  Why? In what way(s)? _______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

  As a library user, which library services/programs are important to you?
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  If you haven’t visited the new building what might draw you to our library? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  List 2 or 3 features/services you would like to see added to our library in the future. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please return this questionnaire to the library or by mail (PO Box 207, Galway, NY 12074).  Thank you for your contribution! 

Mon. & Tues. 10-6;  Wed. & Thurs. 2-8;  Fri. 2-6;  Sat. 10-2 

mailto:director@galwaypubliclibrary.org
http://www.galwaypubliclibrary.org

